il Ergttain-—_G;rEI WDRs fEr__Green Wasle Composting _| Paé§1

From: "white, Chuck' =cwhite 1 [@wm.com=

To: <hbbrattainf@walerboards ca.gov>

Date: 04/07/2006 1:31:25 PM

Subject: General WORSs lor Green Wasle Compasting
Bill --

We have nol had sufficient time lo provide adeguale review within your time frame, ¥Wasle Management
offers the following brief informal comments. ¥We will likely submit these as formal concerns prior to
adoption by lhe RWQCB, We would appreciate it il our concerns could be addressed as part of the
currenl nformal review process prior to the farmal adopton process:

* We believe we can generally support the WDRs, however, we request (hat additional tme be
provided for review prior lo formal public netice and adoption by the RWQCB. Rather Lhan schedule final
board astion an the measure on the same day as the public hearing before the board, can the formal
public hearing pelore the RWQCE be scheduled at lzasl one month in advance of any final acticn to
formally adopt the WDRs? That would provide Ihe Board with more latilude to respond Lo public and
slakeholder concerns

3 An agdianal Ler from 500 - 12,500 cu. yds on sile should be added 1o the order 10 provide
streamlined comphancea standerds for smaller oporations, This would be consistent with the compasting
regulations adopted by your sisler agency, the CIWME. in their regulalions. Perhaps a "performance
standard” approach should be considered for this smaller range of operations. The performance standard
lor these smaller facililies could be worded in such a way as to require performance equivalent to the
prescriplive containmenl standards of the proposed YWDRs while giving lhe smaller facilities more flexibility
in determining lhe melhad of compliance.

- Likewise, the CIVWME regulalions have special provisions for compesting operalions localed al
landhlls. Ara compost operalions localed al landlills subject to this proposed general order or waould Lhay
bE required to be included in & landfil's WDRs? Please provide guidance on this issue.

We support tem 25 on page 5 discharged of green waste far Use as ADC should not be subjact
lo lhis order. Such discharges are more than adequately regulated by specific WDRs applicable (o the
individual landfills
" Conlainment and Liners. We believe such requirements are appropriate for general WDORs, [Lis
our undarstanding lhat a compost operalor could always seek individual WDRs If they wanted 1o use
some other approach to prolecl water gualily -- based on the indwidual site and chmatic characlenstics of
the individual operation. Please confirm that this alternative al oblain indradual WDRs still would be
available.
= Discharge of Liquid wasles. Given the requirement Lo provide a liner and containment systems to
provide for compost facility proteclion of greundwaler and \he environment, more flexibility should be
provided 1o allew for the addition of hquid wasles. Perhaps a requiremesnt to oblain written approval rom
lhe RWQCB would be appropriate -- based on Lhe charactenslics of the waste waler proposed for
discharge. Waler is essenlial for the proper operalion of compost [acililies. Wasle waters are frequenlly
the mosl cost effective way for a compesl facility lo meet lhe moisture reguirements of a compasting
operation,

E Odors. What is the waler quality autharity you are basing your regulalion of odors upon? Unless
such gutharily can be identified, we sugges! provisions related o odors be deleted Irom the proposed
WDRs. Odors al composting facililies are already subject o the jurisdiclion ol the CIWMB and LEAs
pursuanl lo H&SC 41705,

" Are composl producls a waste? Your sister agency the CIWMB regulales solid wasles --
including green materials that are derived from Lhe waste stream. However, the CIWMEB does nol use the
term wasle - and instead refers lo green "matenials”. Likewise you are concerned about discharges of
wasle producls from the green material — nol the green material itsell. These WORs would be more
palalable lo the compast induslry if you could similarly use Lha lerm "matenal” instead of wasle -- while slill
{ocusing on your primary concern -- the discharge of wastes from Lhe malerial Ihal could impact water

quality.

Thank you fer Lhe opporunity 1o submit lhese informal comments as parl of your infermal review, Please
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call me if you wish t discuss further or if you have any questions. If the above concemns can be
adequalgly addressed, | believe WM can be a slrong supporter of lhese proppsed regu’ations.

Chuck White

Government Affairs
Wasle ManagemenliVest
B15 L Street, Suite 1430
Sacramento, C& 95814
Phone: 818-552-58559
Fax: 9164482470
Mcbile: 916-761-7882
Email: cwhite 1 @wm.com

CC: <imello@waterboards.ca.gov>, <hlevenso@ciwmb.ca.gov>



